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In thewords ofNewYork YankeegreatandBaseballHall ofFamerYogi Berra,“This is
déjàvu all overagain.”

It wasjust two yearsagothis approachingSpringthatwediscussed,debated,analyzed
andreviewedtheproposedexpansionoftheRochellelandfill. While somethingshave
changedin this timeperiod,manyotherthingshaveremainedthesame.Theoneconstant
thathasyetto changeconcerningthis issueis still themostimportant— TheNeed.

A factof life is thatno onewantsgarbage;that’swhywedisposeofit. Until the day
arriveswhenwelive in atotally recyclablesocietywewill alwayshavefrash,andthe
problemsthat accompanyits disposal.In arrivingatthatgoalwemustfmd solutionsto
theproblemsandlearnto live compatiblywith theconsequences.However,in asociety
whereweplaceahighvalueondevelopingcompatiblelandusesonecanonly askhow
compatiblecanthis landfill expansionbe?

If theexpansionwereto takeplacethesizeofthis landfill would rocketfrom beingthe
43rd largestlandfill in illinois into thetopten.I amconfidentthatRochelle,andOgle

County,would ratherbeknownfor otherthingsthan“Illinois’ DumpingGrounds!”This
projectwould expandthecurrentlandfill in heightto over960 feetandwould increase
it’s landsizeover400percentto 320 acres,orone-halfof asection.Whatis compatible
aboutthat?



Tenyearsago OgleCountyenactedits Solid WasteManagementPlan.By statutethe
planhadto containaprovisionfor a guaranteedtwentyyearsoflandfill spaceto
accommodateOgle County’swastedisposalneeds.Not only did theplanmeetthe
requiredguarantee,it exceededit, andstill doestoday.Theplanalsocalledfor
identificationonneedin anyconsiderationto siteanewlandfill or expandan existing
facility.

Availablewastedisposalspacein ourregionhasactuallyexpandedin thelastyear,which
leadsusto wonderif theproposedexpansionis to serviceourneedsorthoseofothers?
Who really benefitsfrom this expansion— the landfill owners,thefacility operators,
citizensofOgle Countyorresidentsliving in areasoutsideofthecounty?My betis that
mostfolks canidentify threebeneficiariesin thegroupI justmentioned,andtheone
groupwho will bemostnegativelyimpacted.

In Ogle Countywehaveproactivelyaddressedourwastedisposalproblem.We have
achievedovera25 percentreductionin ourwastestreamthroughrecyclingeffortslike
drop-offcenters,curbsiderecyclingprogramsandyardwastecompostingefforts.Have
surroundingareasthat proposeto bringtheirtrashintoRochellelandfill donethesame?
Havesuburbanresidentswhorally againstsitinglandfills in theirneighborhoodsenacted
aggressiverecyclingprogramsto reducetheirwastestream,ordo theyjustcontinueto
useup ourresourcesandsendthemon theirwayeliminatingtheirproblemandcausing
problemsfor us?

Onecanonly wonder,whathappenstwentyyearsfrom nowwhenthis expandedlandfill
is full? Whoseproblemis it then,andwhatsolutionwill beproposed;anotherexpansion?

Don’t think thesequestionscarrynovalidity. Thecurrentlandfill takesin 250 tonsof
trashper day. Theproposalfor expansioncallsfor 2500tonsper day to enterthefacility.
This trashisn’t comingfrom Ogle County! Twentyyearsfrom nowwhenthecity of
Rochellebeginsto expandeastwardit’s goingto beverydifficult to moveaninehundred
foot mountainoftrash;andwho would wantto live or worknext to it?

It’s timethatwestopburyingourproblemandbeginaddressingit. Beforewejump on
thebandwagonto promoteanotherlandfill expansionin the countywebestexaminehow
wecandealwith theproblemnowbeforeit becomesaproblemfour timesbiggerlater.

As citizensweshouldbeextendingourenergiesnot towardssiting newlandfills or
expandingnewdumpsbut rathertowardsreducingwastevolumeatihesource,both
residentialandcommercial.We shouldbeaggressivelyworking to promoterecycling
programsandencouraginggovernmentofficials andprivateintereststo developmore
usesfor recycledproducts.We shouldencourageandsupportthedevelopmentof
biodegradableproductsandusethem.

Landfills aretheeasyanswerto ourwasteproblemtoday,but theywill beourproblem
tomorrow.



Believingthattheneedfor this landfill expansionin Rochellehasnotbeenproven,and
thefuturecoststo beincurredby citizensdo notequalthebenefittheywill receive,the
Ogle CountyFarmBureauopposesthis expansion.

WeencourageOgle Countycitizensto getinvolvedin this issue.As Yogi alsopointed
out; “It ain’tover, til it’s over.”

Sincerely,

ChuckCawley,Preshf~Tit
Ogle CountyFarmBureau
815/761-8808Home
815/732-2231Office




